The new evangelization calls for personal involvement on the part of
each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to
be actively engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly
experienced God’s saving love does not need much time or lengthy
training to go out and proclaim that love.
Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Gaudium of The Holy Father Francis

OUR MISSION
To share our experience of Christ,
our skills and our resources with the
children, the poor and the needy
overseas.
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To share the joy of service.

Responding to Jesus’ call, mission is a walk with Him, a
walk that we have to be spiritually prepared for. Spiritual
preparation by ACTS participants is strongly emphasized,
and we organize pre-mission preparation sessions
explaining mission in the context of the social teachings
of the Church. During mission trips, there is daily mass
accompanied by reflection and sharing sessions that enable
us to contemplate our faith journey.

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said,
“and I will make you fishers of men”
Matthew 4:19

The Marian blue t-shirts that we don remind us of ACTS’
dedication to Mother Mary, as we seek her guidance and
prayers so that we may be transformed to give more of
ourselves in love and service, just like how water was
transformed into wine at her behest at the wedding in Cana.

THE FULFILMENT OF
A GOSPEL MESSAGE
ACTS has its genesis in 2006 when a small group of 20,
including parishioners from the Church of Our Lady Queen
of Peace, went to share the joy of Christmas with the students
of Don Bosco Phum Chrey School in Cambodia.
By 2017, ACTS has grown to 9 missions in 4 countries –
Cambodia, Myanmar, the Philippines and Vietnam – attended
by some 500 participants from 30 parishes across Singapore
as well as from several other countries, becoming the largest
overseas Catholic mission ministry in the Archdiocese of
Singapore.

The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of
all the seeds, but when it has grown, it is the biggest
shrub of all and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and shelter in its branches.
Matthew 13:31-32
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FOREWORD

THE STORY OF ACTS
A tale of God’s Providence
It is an encounter between two hearts: the heart of God who
comes to meet us and a human heart. The latter is warmed
and healed by the former.
Pope Francis

W

hen I was a teenager, I was
captivated by the thoughts
of St John Bosco on spirituality. I
was particularly intrigued by his
teaching that our life could be a
continuous prayer. Even the simple
action of thanking Him before
drinking a glass of water was a
prayer of praise and thanksgiving.
Even as most of us are pondering
whether our lifestyle is more like
Martha or Mary, the Salesian
approach, which may be best
described as “contemplatives in
action”, seems to be the perfect
answer to this eternal conundrum
of achieving a happy balance
between prayer and action.
How ACTS got involved in the work of the Salesian sisters,
first in Cambodia and later in Myanmar, the Philippines
and Vietnam, was an act of Divine Providence. In
December 2005, fellow missioners Millicent and Lynette,
who had just returned from Phnom Penh, approached us
for help to procure and send a water filtration system to
the Don Bosco Phum Chreh school. The container was

stuck at the port for a few months,
but eventually, by God’s grace, a
group of medical students finally
went up to install the water filters
in June 2006. The students were so
inspired by the Salesian sisters that
they pleaded with us to organize
a medical mission. In December
2006, my wife Priscilla and I led
a small group which included a
teacher, a baker, seven medical
students and a few of our children,
on an Advent mission to Phnom
Penh, and like the saying goes, the
rest is history.
At the Don Bosco Phum Chreh
school, we were so touched by
the children and an “angel” we
met, Sr Ophriini. This meaningful
encounter compelled in us a desire to expose the youths
of our parish – Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace – to
the children and the Salesian sisters, and hence, ACTS was
born.
The one unfailing experience of all our participants is the
warmth and love from every single Salesian sister they
1
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meet. As one participant puts it, “No matter how tired
and exasperated the sisters must be, they always seem to
have a smile on their faces.” This expression of “prayer in
action” has inspired hundreds of our volunteers to return
repeatedly, year after year.

of Christmas. ACTS also funds scholarships which enable
hundreds of deserving young students to complete their
studies, and some of these students have returned to work
for the Catholic Church. Walking with the Cambodian
youths has fostered a change in our Singapore youths, who
initially thought that they were the ones who will “change
the world”, but soon realize that they are the ones being
changed by the people they interact with.
I remember Sr Ophriini telling us about a 10-year-old
student who asked her,

“Why do these strangers (ACTS) come from so
far away to love us?”
And the answer is simply the motivation of our ACTS
mission, which is to be a mirror of God’s love. We are
grateful to the Salesian sisters for allowing ACTS to share
in their mission and the opportunity to manifest God’s love
to those who are less fortunate.
ACTS has organized massive humanitarian aid, famine
disaster relief and has spread the message of going
green among the schools we work with in Cambodia
and Myanmar. Within the space of twelve years, ACTS
has, by the grace of God, grown to become the biggest
humanitarian aid group in Singapore. ACTS is dedicated to
Mother Mary as seen by our Marian blue T-shirts.

Why do these strangers (ACTS) come from
so far away to love us?
Seven years ago, one participant, Zenn, decided to spend six
months in Cambodia, and she is still there today. Another
participant, Charlene, was so inspired by the lifestyle of
the sisters that she joined the Salesian order in Cambodia
and is currently undergoing formation in the Philippines.
Her parents, Andrew and Christina, not only support her
decision whole-heartedly, but are themselves leading ACTS
missions.
On ACTS annual Advent missions, our participants interact
with the children of Cambodia, bringing to them the joy
2

What distinguishes ACTS from other mission groups is the
sharing of our Christ-given talents even among the nonCatholics who join us on mission. We make no apology for
being Catholic. In fact, we highlight the Catholicity of our
mission by inviting people of other faiths to join us for our
daily mass and the sacrament of reconciliation. The daily
reflections after our work is done is based on the social
teachings of the Church. ACTS also invites seminarians on
its annual missions to Cambodia, Myanmar, the Philippines
and Vietnam to experience the joy of service.
In the last twelve years, ACTS has collaborated with the
Salesians on several projects which are focused mainly
on health and education, eg. providing vaccination to
students, funding daily meals (the food and oil program),
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providing scholarships, sending containers of computers,
introducing the ‘Catechesis of the Good Shepherd’, building
grottos dedicated to Mother Mary, distributing love parcels
(Advent missions), annual excursions to Siem Reap for
the graduating class of Phum Chreh students, improving
the curriculum of the schools, training the local teachers,
providing clean water, renovating the Phum Chreh school,
rebuilding the vocational school cum hostel in Tuol Kork
and the conceptualization and building of the high school
in Teuk Thla.
Each of these projects is filled with stories of how God has
triumphed over human tragedy, if only we allow ourselves
to be instruments in His hand. The idea of the high school
came about because my children were very upset that

every year, there will be old students from the Phum Chreh
school lining the fence looking in wistfully at the activities
going on during mission week. Reflecting on the situation,
we felt that there was a need for a high school to bridge
the gap between the elementary school and the vocational
school and university. When we approached the provincial
Sr Sarah, she disclosed that she, too, had the same dream!
Hence, through the selfless effort and sacrifices of
thousands, including the students themselves, the dream
became a reality in 2015, when the most beautiful school
in Phnom Penh was inaugurated during ACTS Advent
mission. There was not a dry eye among those present
when the angelic voices of the school choir gave a stirring
rendition of the song ‘You raised me up’.
It has not always been easy and the journey to realize some
of our dreams has challenged my faith, but throughout the
struggles, I could always see God’s hand in our work. There
are too many inexplicable incidents to recount, but suffice
to say, whenever there is a need, God will always send along
an angel to help resolve the problem.
Twelve years on, we realized that Sr Jessica and all the
Salesian sisters no longer consider us as mere collaborators;
instead, they embrace ACTS as part of the Salesian family,
where we share in the community’s daily activities, its joys
and its sorrows. Our shared vision, especially the dream of
an education for every child who aspires to study, remains
constant.
ACTS is thankful to the Salesian sisters for inviting us to
share in their mission, to be part of a mosaic of love, as
one sister so eloquently described it, and in the process,
experience the joy of service. I would also like to thank
the sisters for being the beautiful mirrors of God’s
love, impacting the lives of hundreds of thousands of
Cambodians and non-Cambodians, who are touched by
their selflessness and total surrender to God’s will following
the example of our blessed Mother Mary.
Have our years of effort resulted in any change to the
communities we have worked with?
There is plenty of evidence to show that there is a sea change
3
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especially among the young people. The children from the
upper classes of society are indignant at the poverty that the
poor are subjected to, and the poor children are mindful
that there are others who might be equally as poor as they
are.
Recently the children of Don Bosco school, on their own
volition, went to the Mother Provincial of Cambodia and
Myanmar to ask for permission to organize a dance to raise
funds for the children of famine-stricken South Sudan.
The medical students of the University of Puthisastra have
also joined us on our annual mission to help as translators.
These are but few examples.

For many of us, ACTS has become a way of life,
resulting in greater awareness of the importance
of being aware of the environment around us.
We have come to realize through sharing with participants
from Australia, Malaysia, Maldives, etc, how valuable the
ACTS program can be. St Jose Maria Escriva taught us that
one can become sanctified in our daily lives. While this may

not be the way for everyone, it could be one of the ways
towards sanctification.
With a collaborative resolve, the Fédération Internationale
des Associations de Médecins Catholiques (FIAMC) or
World Federation of the Catholic Medical Associations as an
International fraternity of Catholic doctors, together with
the Salesian sisters and ACTS, can support the activities of
the Holy See, in a spirit of communion, of dialogue and coresponsibility.
The world at the present moment is filled with the horrors
of war, massive displacement of peoples, serious threats
from climate change, humanitarian and natural disasters.
Although it is recognized that the evangelization of the
Church results first and foremost in the mission of charity,
the love of neighbor, as manifested by the example in the
parable of the good Samaritan, is rooted in the dignity
of the human person and the inalienable rights that flow
from this dignity, as expressed in the writings of Catholic
philosopher, theologian and humanitarian, John Vanier.
Having a special compassion and love for children is
ACTS’ strength, as well as our effectiveness. It is rooted in
committing ourselves to the goal of embracing the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Human Development, where world
leaders have unanimously agreed on an action plan to end
poverty and hunger in all its forms and dimensions, so that
all human beings can realize their potential in dignity and
equality in a healthy environment.

With humble hope, therefore, we look forward
to receiving the Holy Father’s endorsement of
our initiative to promote ‘living of the gospel’
among the International community of Catholic
healthcare workers, especially our medical
students and young doctors.
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam,
John and Priscilla
Founders of ACTS
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MESSAGES

William Goh
Archbishop of Singapore

Dear fellow workers in the mission field

I am happy to learn of your latest initiative to
involve the Catholic Medical Associations in
your outreach by getting them to adopt Salesian
communities and perhaps other religious
communities working in the poorest countries
throughout the world, modelling them after
ACTS.
Faithful to the name of your organization, we read that “All
who believed were together and had all things in common;
and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed
them to all, as any had need.” (Acts 2:44 – 5) This is what
you are demonstrating to the world. This is very edifying
indeed, as it testifies to the presence of the Spirit moving
among you; the Spirt that once moved the early Christian
communities to share “everything they owned”, so that no
one was deprived of the basic necessities. In so doing, the
Lord worked powerfully among them, for “the multitude of
believers were of one heart and one soul.” (Acts 4:32 – 35)
Likewise, you have not held back the talents and gifts given
to you for your own benefit and enjoyment, instead, have
generously put them at the service of the people of God, in
particular with those who have little. In so doing, you have
given them hope for a better tomorrow, and the means to
dignify their lives not only by helping themselves but others
as well. This is what it means to live the life of Christ; to
be a light in the darkness for others. Indeed, charity is the
responsibility of each individual and the entire Christian
community.
Recently, I had the privilege of visiting some of the centres
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that you helped set up in Cambodia. I can attest to the
wonderful work that you are doing in your mission field.
The fruits of your ministry are evident, not only in the
beaming faces of the children who are the beneficiaries
of your love, but also in the passion and commitment of
the joyful Salesian sisters and helpers who have dedicated
themselves to helping the poor and the underprivileged in
the backwaters of this world. Indeed, the joy of the poor
receiving our help cannot be compared to the immeasurable
joy of those who give.
St Paul reminds us, “In
all things I have shown
you, that by so toiling,
one must help the weak,
remembering the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he
said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’” (Acts
20:35)
It is my hope, and I am
sure it is as much yours,
that this love that you
impart to these, “the least of my brethren”, will “fan into
flame the gift of God that is in you” (2 Timothy 1:6) so
that the Good News will be made known to the ends of the
earth. Truly, one of the signs that you are indeed working in
the power of the Holy Spirit is when you continue to inspire
others to join you in the mission of serving the needy, the
marginalized and the poor of society.
May you bear much good fruits and may the Spirit that
once imbued the early Christian community with boldness
and passion for the spread of the gospel empower you and
keep you ever creative in your mission of love.

MESSAGES

Fr. David García, O.P.
Spiritual Director of ACTS

I have been a spiritual director for ACTS for about a
decade now, and it has meant journeying through a very
interesting evolution. ACTS started as a small group of
doctors interested in
doing something good in
Cambodia. It morphed
into a series of volunteers
travelling to Cambodia
typically before Christmas,
thus its original name of
Advent Cambodian Trips
(ACTS).
Those trips must have
struck a chord with their
special formula to serve
because they became more
and more attractive. Soon, their popularity was increasing
and so was their scope. They were no longer trips exclusively
to Cambodia and so they became something larger with
a larger call – A Call To Share (ACTS). Now ACTS is
serving a few South East Asian countries like Myanmar,
the Philippines and Vietnam, and it involves hundreds
of people from different parts of the world engaged in a
particular style of mission work.
Pope Benedict noticed that in a globalized world, we are
increasingly “becoming more neighbors, but not necessarily
more brothers”, the mission of ACTS is timely. ACTS cannot
be understood as a kind of “missionary” colonialism of

people from developed countries to developing ones, but
rather, an encounter between communities where both
have something to give and something to receive, because
that is what sharing is all about.
Sharing implies a common ownership of something and
therefore to give up and sacrifice exclusive ownership of that
something. It entails a sacrifice and a gift. Sharing is giving
and receiving. It presumes enough humility to know that
anyone can offer us something (no matter which societies
they come from) and generosity to part with things that can
be more necessary for others than for ourselves.
In a way, ACTS can become a parable of the mission of
the church, insofar as it keeps faithful to its original call to
be a “sharing” encounter of communities called to a true
brotherhood, where all nations are equal in dignity, with a
presence and a voice that is worth listening to.

Jesus reminds us that we will know the tree
by its fruits. So far, I have been witnessing
the abundance of fruits in ACTS in both the
participants and the people who benefited from
its numerous ministries.
May we continue to discern how we can be more fruitful
and more faithful to our mutual call to share.
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MESSAGES

Rev Fr Jovita Cyprian
Assistant Spiritual Director of ACTS

Dear missionaries of ACTS
Some of the words used by the world in general today,
especially the corporate world, had their genesis in religious
context. These words include meditation, contemplation,
awakening or enlightenment, vision and mission. After 12
years of spreading the idea of mission and going from parishbased missions to including people across the Archdiocese
of Singapore as well as non-Catholics, and whilst the focus
of A Call To Share (ACTS) has not changed, the world as
we know it is ever evolving with new set of challenges each
passing year. What is the one context that allows ACTS to
remain faithful to its mission and obligations to the people
whom they send, as well as whom they serve?
Humanitarian missions are undertaken by many nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) nowadays and their
main agenda is to bring aid and relief to the people whom
they are serving. ACTS in a sense is also an NGO, but more
than bringing aid and relief, ACTS is bringing succour
and comfort to the people whom they are ministering to.
This places ACTS humanitarian outreach in the Christian
context and calls for each ACTS member to bring the
person of Jesus in and through themselves to the other. It is
not about proselytization but about evangelization by living
out an evangelized life. It is as Saint Teresa of Calcutta said
often in quoting Matthew 25:40, “You did it to me”. How
can we live that evangelized life, or how can ACTS live out
the evangelized life?
Proper corporate governance is important in our world
today where transparency and accountability are expected
from leaders and members of organizations, especially
those offering public or humanitarian services, and this
includes ACTS. Yet, at the same time, it is important to be
aware that while we need and must embrace such proper
corporate culture, Jesus reminds us that “we are in the
world but not of the world” (cf. John 17:16). This calls for
us to reference Jesus at the beginning, the journey and the
end of every missionary outreach.
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To live an evangelized life is to put Jesus not as a beautiful
mantlepiece to complete our family console table, but to
put Jesus at the centre of our thoughts and actions, ‘What
would Jesus think? What would Jesus do after thinking?’.
Thus, a growing prayer life, a deepened understanding of
scriptures, a greater love of the Eucharistic Lord and an
insatiable hunger to grow in knowledge and formation are
essential components to the mission of ACTS, because our
actions must flow from our being, or in a secular saying
“You can only give away what you have... If you have love,
you can give it. If you don't have it, you don't have it to
give.” (Leo F. Buscaglia, 1924 – 1998), but we need to get it
from somewhere first.
As ACTS celebrates 12
years of mission work, it
is my sincere hope and
heartfelt prayer that we
as “Christ’s ambassadors”
(2 Corinthians 5:20)
continue to strive in
holiness
and
gospel
excellence, because as the
Lord has Himself invited
us into the mission field,
a response must be made.
“Then Jesus said to the twelve, ‘What about you, do you
want to go away too?’” (John 6:67). May we leave no man
or woman behind in the mission lands we are sent to and
bring to all whom we minister the message of eternal life –
Jesus Christ.
Praise be Jesus Christ! Now and forever!

Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who shall we go
to? You have the message of eternal life, and we
believe; we know that you are the Holy One of
God’. John 6:68-69

MESSAGES

Dr Damian Png
Chairman of ACTS

The story of ACTS began in Singapore in 2006 when a
small group of doctors and their families were inspired
to bring Christmas joy to the poor and needy in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia. Working closely with the Salesian sisters,
an education program was initiated to complement the
medical mission.
In the same year, I attended
a medical conference in
Siem Reap, Cambodia and
had the blessing of meeting
Bishop Kike, the Apostolic
Prefect of Battambang,
who shared with me that
“education and not more
aid was going to be the
way for Cambodians to
free themselves from the
chains of poverty”.
ACTS has taken that to heart, and education and healthcare
are now the twin pillars of our mission work. We build up
communities by upgrading and constructing schools and
initiating a food and oil program to keep children in school.
We run preventive programs for dental hygiene and
health education, we administer Hepatitis B vaccinations
and build sustainable water treatment plants. Working
with both local and overseas healthcare students and
professionals, we run clinics for those with limited access to
affordable healthcare. Currently, we are setting up chronic
care centres for continuity in healthcare support.
By 2011, we were working with the Salesians in Myanmar,
the Philippines and Vietnam. With input and direction
from our spiritual director, Fr David García, O.P., A Call
To Share (ACTS) was incorporated and our mission
statements were initiated.

We soon realized that the reason people returned
for missions was not what we gave in resources
and services, but what we received in our hearts
from the poor and needy.
It was a major change in mindset that made us become
more than just another NGO. We are here to build bridges
that allow us to encounter someone with a lot less resources
than us, someone who needs a gentle word, a touch, a hug
and who at the same time reveals to us the face of Christ.
It allows us to encounter each other as an instrument of
peace, an instrument of hope and inspiration.
To further enable our participants, pre-mission spiritual
formation sessions are conducted and all missions have
spiritual directors. This is what makes ACTS grow, not by
our own hands but by the spirit of sharing and of service.
Our participants include non-Catholics who share in
the same mission and vision. It has opened the door to
conversions to our Catholic faith and also to Catholics
joining the religious life.
In 2016, ACTS integrated with Caritas Humanitarian Aid
& Relief Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS), synergizing our
strengths and complementing each other in our mission and
outreach work. CHARIS focuses mainly on humanitarian
aid for post-disaster relief, while the key emphasis of ACTS
is in healthcare and education. We are thankful to CHARIS
for collaborating with us and supporting us in many ways,
especially in financial alignment and integration. Working
closely with CHARIS has also drawn us closer to other
CHARIS affiliates who are involved in mission work,
enabling us to share our experiences together.
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TESTIMONIALS & WELL WISHES

Charles Cardinal Bo
Archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar

Dear members, patrons, benefactors and collaborators of
ACTS
Congratulations on ACTS’ growth and all the initiatives
you have taken and are taking to share God’s mercy and
love with the underprivileged and the less fortunate by your
commitment to service!

ACTS members as a body
of Christ have touched the
lives of many Myanmar
people, bringing them joy,
hope and encouragement.
Through the assistance of the
Salesian sisters in the areas of
medical welfare and healthcare,
the building of kindergartens,
enhancing vocational skills
in sewing and baking for girls, lessons in English and
accounting, the use of computers, painting and repair
works, rebuilding of houses for poor families and the
distribution of food parcels to the needy, all these are what
the people of Myanmar need.
ACTS has also organized intimate groups for music,
art and craft and fun-filled English lessons suitable for

kindergarten and elementary students at several schools
run by the Salesian sisters and fathers. Moreover, ACTS
has run longer programs during school holidays for the
children. ACTS mission outreach to the Myanmar people,
particularly to our children, is very encouraging.
In youth education, ACTS’ approach is holistic as it focuses
on broadening their life vision, animating their minds to
help the poor and needy and teaching them to experience
the joy of service. We are happy to have ACTS in our midst,
and to see the spirit of Christ in their service.
Thanks to ACTS missions, we are already seeing some
locals feeling empowered by the activities they take part in
and are genuinely interested to develop quality education
and moral and spiritual values to help in nation-building.
These objectives are both social and religious; educational
and evangelical. They do the needful, which shall not be
taken away from them (cf. Lk 10:42).
May ACTS continue God’s mission of salvation for His
people, through entering their lives, proclaiming gospel
values regardless of race, color and religion (cf. Mk 16:15),
sharing their experiences of Christ as well as their skills and
resources. Indeed, the joy of service can be seen when the
work is based on the values of integrity, respect, humility,
commitment and generosity.
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+ Olivier Schmitthaeusler

Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh-Cambodia, President of the Bishops Conference Laos-Cambodia
My dearest friends from ACTS in SINGAPORE
Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!
The Easter gift has opened our lives to the unlimited life in
God, inviting us to pass through the door of God’s infinite
love! The limits of life and death have been shattered, there
are no longer barriers between the poor and the rich, only
mutual help and solidarity that will make everyone grow to
their full potential.
There
is
no
more
discrimination between
us, but hearts that
respect one other in their
differences; there is no
more indifference that
leaves the little ones and
the nameless ones on
the side of the road, but
an interest for the other,
because all life has the
same value and the same
dignity.
This new world is not a dream but a soon-to-be reality,
thanks to you dear friends of ACTS!
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Since 2006, you have been serving the church in Cambodia,
where hundreds and hundreds of your volunteers, in the
name of their faith in Jesus Christ, have shared joy in
abundance with the poorest through your initiatives in
education and healthcare.

I thank God from the bottom of my heart for your
zeal and service. I am proud to be witness to so
much new hope that you have given and continue
to give to a multitude of children, young people
and the downtrodden.
Two years ago, you extended your mission to Phnom Penh
Vicariate at Kampot in our kindergarten and primary
schools. A bold new step has been taken together with the
Cambodian local church, what joy and life this partnership
has brought!
I ask God to bless all of you, especially our dear Dr John
Lee, the founder of this amazing movement of love. May
you continue your apostolate mission to share the Good
News of Easter.
Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!

TESTIMONIALS & WELL WISHES

Mgr. Enrique Figaredo sj
Prefect Apostolic of Battambang

Beauty and Suffering:
The mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection in the
faces of the Cambodian people
If we say “God is love”, then the language which is best fit to
talk about God is to practice mercy and compassion, always
acting with love. In Cambodia, we recognize the presence
of the Lord in the poor, in the person with a disability, in
the child, but especially, in the dignity and the joy of the
most vulnerable. Our friends open our eyes to what really
matters, and that in itself is a great gift.
When we discover what really matters, then everything else
becomes secondary, and even an obstacle to our freedom!
The question then becomes – “What in the life of each of us
is a priority?”, “What is the excess baggage that only keeps
us from living our mission fully?”
Setting priorities in this way, and constantly returning to
them, is an important way of living our faith, a faith that
pushes us to go out towards others. Simplicity, in my
understanding, does not mean a forced privation, but a
focus on the essential. It is also being able to live our faith
fully, even without leaving home and family, literally.
My experience of ACTS goes in this direction. This a group
of doctors and friends, they discovered what really matters,
and they help others to discover what is really important as
persons and as “aspirants of followers of Christ”, by going
out and having first contact with the poor and ordinary
people, always serving in simplicity and generosity.
The Story of Wen
In Cambodia, we witness both beauty and suffering on
an almost daily basis. We feel gratitude for being a part of
such a beautiful mission, which enables us to witness the
presence of God in the midst of both beauty and suffering.

By living close to the community, we better understand our
own faith. As Christians, we realize that our faith is not
merely suffering with Christ, neither is it only living in the
joy of the resurrection. It is a passover, a path, a crossing
over with Christ from death to life, again and again.
Let me share the story of Wen, who is one of our friends
living in Arrupe Center. I will use his words to better
explain this experience of beauty and suffering.
“One evening I saw a car with a dove painted on it. It was at
the end of 2001 and I was eight years old. The car stopped
in front of me. I had never seen a white foreigner before.
It was Fr Kike. He
came and picked
me up from the
ground and he
hugged me. Then
my relatives came
and saw him too.
While they were
talking, Fr Kike
was holding me in
his arms. I cannot
remember what
they were talking
about.
I can only remember how Fr Kike held me. I had never felt
anything like that before. I wondered why a person who
had never met me before and was not my relative could
care about me, a boy with an ugly body.
Since the beginning, I felt close to Fr Kike, as if I had known
him for a long time. I felt I was not lonely or left out of
society, because for the first time, I felt there were other
people besides my family who could love me.
13
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When I arrived to Arrupe Centre, I
met people who later became part of
my family. The staff in Arrupe Centre
advised me to ask Fr Kike if I could stay
in the centre and go to school. They said
if I went back to my village, Tahen, I
would have no future.
Fr Kike gave me a wheelchair. It was a
different life for me. I didn’t have energy
in my arms but I tried to improve my
mobility and kept thinking of all the
things I would soon be able to do on my
own. Before, my whole world was very
small, but since I had a wheelchair, the
world had suddenly grown bigger.
Slowly other children started to arrive to the centre, many
of them are still living here. Throughout my studies, I have
never been the best student, but I also never failed an exam.
When something is difficult, I go step by step but never go
backwards. This is my secret. I know myself, I never fail and
I never lose.
I know who I am. We should not forget anything from our
past. This does not mean that we should be living in the
past, but we need to use it and learn from it in order to
change for the better. It is important to know where we
come from, where our roots are.
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The lotus flower grows from the mud.
But Buddha used this flower to sit on.
The lotus should not forget the mud
which gave her beauty. So, you can be
valued even if you come from an ugly
element. In my life, suffering made me
change. I did not have an easy life, but it
is important not to forget.”
The Giraffe
Following Wen’s wisdom and my
experience with ACTS, always focus on
the essential. Let me end by sharing with
you the image of the giraffe.
This animal is the symbol of reconciliation. It has a big
heart, long-distance vision which is the vision of God,
and it is able to live together with others in harmony, and
simplicity, being a leader who is not a distant leader but one
who knows and understands the needs of his friends.
Let us, together, follow Christ
taking the image of the giraffe!

TESTIMONIALS & WELL WISHES

Peter Nguyen Van De
Bishop of Thai Binh Diocese

Dear members of ACTS SINGAPORE,
I am PETER NGUYEN VAN DE, SDB – Bishop of Thai
Binh Diocese, Catholic Church of Vietnam.
I send you my best regards
and best wishes for the
holy Easter season.
From the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians
(the Salesian sisters of St
John Bosco) in Trai Gao
parish, I came to know of
your mission and services.
I appreciate and thank
ACTS for the wonderful
works of charity that you have done to help the Salesian
sisters in Trai Gao and in many other centers serving the
poor, particularly the orphans and abandoned youths in
many places where the Salesian fathers and sisters carry out
their mission.

Trai Gao parish for setting up a very good system of clean
water for the poor. I have learnt from the Salesian sisters
that ACTS has helped many other centers like in Tam Ha,
where ACTS sponsored the training courses for teachers
as well as the teaching materials needed for the classroom.
ACTS also served in Pleiku, offering scholarships and
providing bicycles for the poor children in rural areas. In
Binh Chau center, ACTS supported the water treatment
plant for the poor. In Nghe An, ACTS will soon support the
school supplies for poor children.

Seeing and hearing of these concrete charitable
works that ACTS has done for the poor in
Vietnam as well as in many other countries, I do
appreciate your wonderful mission of bringing
the love of God to everyone, particularly to the
poor and abandoned youths.
I pray and wish you all to continue this beautiful and
mighty mission, and may our merciful Father bestow on
you His paternal blessings. May Jesus Christ, the divine gift
of mercy of the Father, share with you His salvation.

I acknowledge the help of ACTS and the Salesian sisters in
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Sr. Jessica T. Salvaña, FMA
Provincial Superior, Cambodia - Myanmar

My first meeting with A Call To Share (ACTS) was in
January 2013. A Singaporean couple, Daniel Ong and
Helena Lee, who are active members of ACTS in Singapore,
came to Minglanilla, Cebu, in the Philippines to initiate
their mission work in our community. The first meeting
was just the start of a series of encounters with the other
members of this Catholic organization based in Singapore.
In 2015, when I was
given the obedience to
work in Cambodia and
Myanmar, my knowledge
and encounter of ACTS
missioners grew deeper.
Meeting them annually
in Cambodia, as well as
in Myanmar, provided
me with the unique
opportunity of witnessing
their passion, enthusiasm
and commitment to be
with those who are in the
periphery.
Having worked closely with ACTS these past three years,
I will aptly describe my experience with them as a WOW
experience, that is, a Wondrous, Overwhelming, Worth
remembering days of witnessing young people, women
and men, clad in their light blue t-shirts, all out to give
themselves to our children, young people and teaching
staff! What an act of love for their little brothers and sisters!
Months before their coming to Cambodia and Myanmar,
the ACTS missioners prepare themselves spiritually and
equip themselves with teaching and animating skills. They
work hard to solicit material help and Christmas goodies
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for the poor children and families here in Cambodia and
Myanmar. Our children, on the other hand, eagerly wait
for the coming of their teachers and friends. Hence, days
before their arrival, the spirit in school runs high because
the children know that the coming of their Singaporean
friends is just around the corner. There is great joy in the
hearts of our children who look forward to seeing their
friends once again.
It is so touching to see the ACTS missioners set aside their
studies, work and other commitments for a week just to be
with us, allowing themselves to be immersed in our day-today reality of being with the children and young people. It is
interesting to note that ACTS always kicks off their mission
work with the Eucharistic celebration and concludes the
day with a prayer, reflection and sharing moment.

It is always an amazing and enriching week for all
of us Salesian sisters working in Cambodia and
Myanmar whenever our friends from Singapore
visit us. Their gestures of kindness, gentleness,
care, attention, friendliness and generosity make
a difference in our lives and the lives of our people.
The ACTS mission, which falls on the period of the
Christmas novena, is a beautiful and timely reminder for
us of the closeness of God to us and all those who are in
the periphery – "The Word became flesh and dwelt among
us". Truly, God’s presence is very much felt through ACTS’
presence among us, a presence which becomes a gift to
treasure and to be grateful for.

TESTIMONIALS & WELL WISHES

Charlene Chua

Former ACTS Participant and Current Aspirant for FMA Religious Life
My first mission trip with ACTS was in December 2012 to
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Truth be told, I was a hesitant
participant as I wondered how much a one-week mission
could do. Nonetheless, encouraged by the company of a
good friend, I gave it a try.
Mission week was spent in
a school run by the Salesian
sisters of St John Bosco
(Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice,
FMA). I was assigned to teach
kindergarten children, conduct
catechetical sessions and paint
wall murals. Reflecting on the
mission, I realized that what I
did was far less important than
the relationships I had forged
with the people whom I had
encountered. The richness of
my experience did not come
from what I gave but from what
I gained through the families
we met during home visits, the
sharing of the vocational school
girls and my interaction with the little children. Beyond
these, it was the joy and warmth of the Salesian sisters that
left the strongest impression on me. How much they loved
the young, how much they gave of themselves, how they
welcomed and treated us – the ACTS participants – like
family. The sisters touched a deep part of my heart.
I continued going to Cambodia with ACTS in the three years
that followed. My initial questions about the usefulness of
this short, once-a-year mission trip were answered when I
witnessed how the educative and medical missions impacted
the lives of the students and teachers in the schools and
the people in the villages. Yet, what moved me most was

the authentic friendships that were established – between
mission leaders and the Salesian sisters, the Singaporean
and Cambodian youths, the mission participants and the
local teachers… the list goes on.

Charlene - 2nd from left standing

Personally, the significance of ACTS goes far
beyond its role as an organization that evangelizes
and shares the love of God through overseas
mission trips. ACTS changed my life because it
introduced me to the Salesian sisters and played a
key role in leading me to discover God’s call.
About three years ago, God moved me to discern my
personal vocation seriously. After a series of different
experiences, I felt the call to spend a longer time with the
Salesian sisters in Cambodia. This led to a seven-month stint
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as a volunteer English teacher in their Don Bosco School in
Phnom Penh in 2016. During that period, God knocked
loudly on the door of my heart. He invited me to take yet
another step, to discern religious life. It was difficult saying
“yes” to enter the convent, but
Jesus’ persistence won me over.
I decided to leave the working
world where I had enjoyed
nine happy years in the urban
planning field. With the blessing
of my parents – who were ACTS
mission participants themselves
– I entered the formation house
(Aspirantate) of the Salesian
sisters in the Philippines. 8th
September 2016, the Feast
of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, marked the start
of another chapter of my life.
I am now in my second year
of religious formation and my
discernment continues. Each
time I look back at my journey,
I am in awe of how God has
worked so powerfully through the ups and downs of my
life. No matter how many times I turned my back on
Him, He remained steadfastly faithful and continued to
shower me with His unfailing love. Regardless of where my

18

vocational discernment brings me in future, my heart will
always be filled with immense gratitude – to God, for doing
great things for me in my lowliness; to the Salesian sisters
of St John Bosco, for teaching me how to live a simple and

Charlene - 5th from right 2nd row
joyful holiness through their spirituality; and to ACTS,
for playing such an integral role in my personal walk with
Christ.

TIMELINE
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2018

ACTS conceptualized a water supply and filtration system and obtained funding of $45,450 from
CHARIS* for its construction for a community in Nepal.
ACTS KAMPOT is conducting a new mission in June with both medical and education teams of about
50 participants.

2017

ACTS collected USD59,000 in July for emergency food aid in response to the famine crisis in parts of
Africa and USD120,000 for extension works to the Phum Chreh school in Phnom Penh.
ACTS PHNOM PENH signed an MOU with New York University to carry out an oral health survey
in Cambodia so that measures like fluoridation of water can be implemented.
ACTS BATTAMBANG started a Zumba program with three dance teachers from the USA for
empowerment and employment possibilities for the students.
ACTS KAMPONG THOM ran its first medical and vaccination program in December with 30
Catholic medical students and doctors to Kg Rote and Kg Koh with Fr Bong Bong and Fr Mike Lopez.
ACTS ANISAKAN extended its December mission to the Don Bosco Nazareth Centre for high school
boys to provide educational support.
ACTS HLAING THAR YAR carried out an outreach in December to Kone Tan Gyi village, outside
Pathein, to celebrate with the community the new kindergarten sponsored by ACTS.
ACTS VIETNAM secured funding of USD20,000 from CHARIS* for humanitarian aid in response to
a crisis caused by a typhoon.

2016

ACTS PHNOM PENH ophthalmologists operated and taught local doctors surgical techniques.
ACTS MYANMAR grew to three missions in November/December to address the needs of the Salesian
communities more effectively – ACTS Anisakan, ACTS Chanthagon and ACTS Hlaing Thar Yar.
ACTS supported the building of a grotto in Nepal.

2015

ACTS PHNOM PENH started a collaboration with AMIGOS, an NGO from the University of
Oregon, whose team of professors and student optometrists conducted eye check-ups and distributed
glasses. Also started collaboration with the University of Puthisastra to involve their medical students
as translators and resource personnel and providing training for their students in Cambodia and
Singapore.
ACTS BATTAMBANG conducted the Hepatitis B vaccination program for 500 patients over three
days. In April, a small team visited Tapung parish and Knach Romeas to begin the process of repairing
the church roof which was collapsing and the kindergarten wall, respectively.
ACTS MYANMAR completed the building of a kindergarten outside of Yangon in April, where ACTS
was the main sponsor.
ACTS VIETNAM conducted a social outreach in June to Tam Ha.

TIMELINE

2014

ACTS BATTAMBANG largest mission of 120 participants including a medical team visited six
parishes and three villages in December to carry out various works and education programs.
ACTS KEP conducted a medical outreach in March with the School of Pharmacy of Temasek
Polytechnic, Singapore. The free clinic extended to five villages – Chomkiri, Koh Slas, Prey Plos,
Kampot and the Peace Village.
ACTS PHILIPPINES progressed with its Bakery Social Enterprise initiative with the Cebu Auxillium
Bakery becoming fully operational. Collaborated with CHARIS* to regenerate the livelihood in Brgy
Lipata with the purchase of livestock (100 goats and 100 hogs), set up of a mini market, mini grocery
and two pedicabs, and funded the purchase of housing material for 300 home units.
ACTS PHNOM PENH ran a mission with 350 participants in December where the highlight was the
inauguration of the Don Bosco High School and dormitory at Tuek Thla, built at a cost of SGD1.8M.
The high school has a capacity for 500 students and 50 boarders with provision to double the capacity.
The high school was a culmination of two years of planning, fundraising and building efforts.
ACTS secured a sponsorship of 38,000 pairs of CROCS shoes with a retail value of SGD1.5M. The
shoes were distributed to various parts of Cambodia, the Philippines and Vietnam, where they were
received with much joy.
ACTS MYANMAR conducted its maiden mission in November with 33 participants to the Salesian
homes in Anisakan, Pyin Oo Lwin and Chanthagon.
ACTS VIETNAM raised funds for three teaching scholarships and teaching materials for a school in
Tam Ha. Also funded the cost of a roof extension in a school in Lason in November.

2013

ACTS MYANMAR in January welcomed the Church of St Vincent De Paul, Singapore, as its patron
for its mission work.
ACTS PHILIPPINES extended support to the Salesian sisters in Cebu, Negros Occidental and the
Palawan islands. Solar lights were delivered to a girls’ dormitory in Papua New Guinea. Upgrading of
the bakery in Cebu in January in preparation for the Bakery Social Enterprise.
ACTS PHNOM PENH in April at Teuk Thla saw the start of construction of the new Don Bosco
Middle and High School. The handicapped dance troupe from Arrupe Centre in Tahen visited the
CHARIS* Humanitarian Forum & Fair in Singapore. Sponsored the travel and hospital admission of
Sovan, a girl from Phnom Penh, for a cardiac surgery performed at KK MCH, Singapore, in May.
In December, a mission was conducted with over 330 participants including medical and dental teams.
Started the free medical clinic to treat chronic illnesses in Phum Chreh. Started collaboration with
Sa’bai Vision to provide free eyesight screening. Started Project VAC (Vaccinate A Child) in Phnom
Penh where some 2,000 teachers and students were vaccinated against Hepatitis B.
ACTS VIETNAM raised funds for scholarships for two teachers at Tam Ha in November.
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2012

ACTS BATTAMBANG conducted a medical mission and outreach in April.
In November, a second mission of 30 participants was conducted where they built a grotto dedicated
to Mother Mary in the compound of the Church of Our Lady of Assumption.
ACTS MYANMAR conducted an exploratory trip to Yangon in August to understand and evaluate
needs. In December, a second exploratory trip to Yangon as well as to several homes outside of
Mandalay was made. Catechesis sessions were conducted at the IJ Centre and homes managed by the
Salesian sisters. Solar water heaters, water purifiers and knitting machines were donated.
ACTS PHILIPPINES in August delivered six water filters capable of filtering 30,000 liters daily and
200 personal water filters to flood-stricken communities in Manila and its outskirts. In December, a
mission was made to Sta Mesa Manila and to an Aetas tribal community in Sitio Monicayo, Pampanga.
Participants were privileged to witness the holy matrimony of 20 Aetas couples in their new community
hall.
ACTS PHNOM PENH finalized plans for the Don Bosco Middle and High School. The target date for
the ground-breaking ceremony was scheduled in the first quarter of 2013. A mission of 283 participants
with medical and dental teams was made in December, where they visited the Don Bosco centers in
Tuek Thla, Tuol Kork and Phum Chreh as well as residents of the MC Home for HIV children.
ACTS VIETNAM raised funds in May for a home for boys, run by the Salesian sisters, in the province
of Pleiku. In October, private donations sponsored the construction of a new kitchen, toilets and roof
extensions for a school run by the Salesian sisters in Lason, north of Ho Chi Minh City.

2011

ACTS or the ‘Advent Cambodia Trips’ was re-named ‘A Call To Share’ and modeled its mission ethos
after the teachings of Acts of the Apostles.
ACTS BATTAMBANG conducted its inaugural December mission with the Catholic Medical Guild.
Visited the Don Bosco Literacy & Skills Center for girls, Arrupe Welcome Center for the disabled,
communities of La Paloma, Kalapati, Tahen and Omal.
ACTS PHILIPPINES conducted a December mission to Manila and nearby provinces for nine
missioners from the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Family Life Ministry, who provided
outreach programs to the local children and young adults.
ACTS PHNOM PENH ran a mission with 264 participants including medical and dental teams. The
‘Catechesis of the Good Shepherd’ was introduced to Bishop Olivier of Phnom Penh and Bishop Kike
of Battambang together with the then Archbishop of Singapore Nicholas Chia, Fr Gino Hendricks
and Fr David García. ACTS extended its outreach efforts to a village at Kampong Speu as well. Started
collaboration with Sa’bai Dental to provide free oral health screening. A grotto dedicated to Mother
Mary was built in Phum Chreh in December.

2010

ACTS BATTAMBANG built a grotto dedicated to Mother Mary at the Salesian convent in Battambang.
ACTS PHNOM PENH carried out a December mission with 207 participants including medical and
dental teams.

TIMELINE

2009

ACTS conceptualized and obtained funding for 50 bore wells, water filtration systems and flushed
toilets for a community in Myanmar.
ACTS PHNOM PENH in March sent the graduating class of grade 6 students in Phum Chreh to Siem
Reap, in a cultural excursion sponsored by a generous donor. Till today, the Siem Reap excursion
remains as an annual tradition.
A mission of 171 participants with medical and dental teams was conducted. Started the annual Food
and Oil program for 2,000 children. Began the tradition of Love Parcels comprising essentials for poor
families, as identified by the Salesian sisters in their community. The vocational school-cum-boarding
house at Tuol Kork was re-built at a cost of USD600,000 with a significant amount of funds raised by
ACTS. Three grottos dedicated to Mother Mary were built at Teuk Thla, Tuol Kork and the Infant Jesus
parish in December.
ACTS VIETNAM raised funds with the Society of Saint Vincent De Paul of the Church of Our Lady
Queen of Peace to construct a home for HIV children in Hanoi. Another group worked to build wells.

2008

ACTS PHNOM PENH ran a mission with 87 participants including a medical team from the National
University Hospital in Singapore. A group from Fides (the Singapore Management University’s catholic
student group) visited Tuol Kork. Started an outreach to Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity Home
and the Banteay Prieb Home for landmine victims run by the Jesuit fathers. Funds of over SGD80,000
were raised in December to add a third storey, an auditorium and a covered playground to the Don
Bosco School at Phum Chreh.

2007

ACTS PHNOM PENH conducted a mission to Phum Chreh and Teuk Thla in December with 10
medical students and 46 parishioners from the Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace in Singapore.
Started fundraising for scholarships of about USD3,000 per child for six years of elementary education
including board and lodging. Started collecting and sending hundreds of refurbished three-year-old
computers and essential items like water filtration systems and denim wear on an almost annual basis.

2006

A small group of parishioners from the Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace in Singapore spent a week
in December at the Don Bosco school in Cambodia.

*CHARIS – Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore
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CAMBODIA
ACTS Cambodia started when a small group of parishioners
from the Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace, led by Dr
John Lee, went to the Don Bosco Phum Chreh School
in Phnom Penh to share the joy of Christmas with the
students in 2006.
Since then, ACTS Phnom Penh has grown in size from 46
participants to Phum Chreh in 2007, to 500 participants
to
Phnom
Penh,
Battambang, Kampot
and Kampong Thom in
2017.
Led by experienced
mission coordinators,
about 200 participants
comprising
youth
and adults from the
various parishes in
Singapore, join our
Cambodia
mission
trips yearly. These trips
are complemented by medical and dental students from the
National University of Singapore (NUS) who are supported
and mentored by doctors and dentists to run free clinics. In

addition to the NUS students, we work with other mission
groups like AMIGOS from the University of Oregon, USA,
and the dental department of New York University as well
as Fides from the Singapore Management University.

Our objective is to nurture local medical students
with the ultimate aim of grooming local doctors
to serve their own community in the long term.
Towards this aim, we have provided scholarships
for two Catholic students who have since
graduated and are working for the diocese. We
have conscientiously worked to form a Catholic
Healthcare Association in Cambodia which was
inaugurated in 2015.
ACTS also works with non-Catholic students, and in 2015,
signed an MOU with the University of Puthisastra to
officially involve their students in our outreach program,
and to provide training for their medical students in
Cambodia and Singapore.
We minister to about 2,000 students ranging from
kindergarten to vocational ages at three centres run by the
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Salesian sisters at Teuk Thla, Phum Chreh and Tuol Kork.
Since 2007, ACTS has provided USD30,000 annually to
sponsor a food and oil program to keep the children in
schools. For some of these students, it is their only meal
for the day. We have also provided and facilitated hundreds
of scholarships to the students and some of the early
beneficiaries have since graduated from University and are
working for the Church. Each year, the graduating class in
Phum Chreh are sponsored a visit to Angkor Wat as many
have never travelled out of Phnom Penh nor seen their own
national monument.

father of one of our participants donated 38,000 pairs of
CROC shoes with a retail value of SGD1.5M which were
very much appreciated by the children in the impoverished
areas where we serve.
In addition to running medical clinics and carrying out
supplementary education programs and simple repairs,
ACTS (which has been consecrated to Mother Mary)
has built seven grottos dedicated to our blessed Mother
in Cambodia. We auction off the naming rights to the

We are blessed to have volunteers in the
professional field of IT, business, food
management, logistics, human resources and
the arts, to run the various programs to prepare
the older students for work and to build selfconfidence and belief in themselves. The younger
students are taught by our youths in basic English
and numeracy skills, sports and dance, with broad
underlying themes such as ‘the importance of
saving the environment’ as expressed in Laudato
si and virtue-based Catholic social teachings.
The Home for HIV patients, run by the Missionaries of
Charity, also received our attention as there was much
repair work to be done. Every year, one container load
of refurbished computers and donated items like denim
wear, mosquito nets and electric generators find their way
to Phnom Penh, paid for by ACTS. A few years ago, the

grottos and the proceeds go towards a general building
fund. ACTS organizes fundraising projects which include
an annual charity gala dinner which raises a few hundred
thousand dollars annually to fund our projects to help
kindergartens, primary and secondary schools in Phnom
Penh, Battambang, Kampot and Kampong Thom where we
have a continued presence since 2006.
ACTS Battambang started in 2011 when a small group of
30 participants went to work at the Salesian house. By 2014,
there were 170 participants helping out at the diocesan
centers at the invitation of Bishop Kike. We ran villagebased education programmes in Tahen, Nikum, Chrab
Viel, Chon Naom, Tapung, Knach Romeus and Snoeng. We
also work with the Don Bosco school to run team-bonding
and confidence-building programs for the older secondary
students, and basic skill classes, arts and craft and Zumba
dance lessons for the younger students.

26

OUR MISSIONS - CAMBODIA

Following an invitation by Bishop Olivier, ACTS started
missions to Kep and Kampot in 2014, with a small group
helping to make jams for sale from fruits harvested from
the local orchards. Proceeds from this small cottage
industry were then used to fund a small kindergarten of 20
homeless children run by Sr Marie Ange. This kindergarten
has since expanded to house 80 homeless children with 50
volunteers helping to run a medical clinic and teach basic
education skills.
In 2017, we had a team of 30 Catholic medical students
and doctors conduct a clinic in Kompong Thom. This team
continued an earlier 2015 program to administer Hepatitis

preparation sessions. Lay facilitators are also trained to
lead Ignatian style reflections at the end of each day during
our overseas missions. In addition, ACTS sponsors many
seminarians and priests to participate in our Advent
missions, as it gives them an opportunity to experience the
joy of service.
In 2011, we were honoured by the presence of His Grace,
Emeritus Archbishop Nicholas Chia, who joined us for a
mission where he met with Bishop Olivier of Phnom Penh
and Bishop Kike of Battambang, which cemented our
B vaccination for young mothers and children. Project VAC
(Vaccinate A Child) is another year-round program with
different teams administering vaccination in different parts
of Cambodia. Hepatitis B is very prevalent in Cambodia
because of drug abuse and child prostitution. There are also
plans to run a chronic care clinic in Kampong Thom.
The planning for each mission trip takes over several
months in Singapore, and these sessions are invaluable
sources of bonding for all involved. Spiritual preparation is
paramount to the success of all our missions, and mission
awareness sessions are conducted by our spiritual director,
Fr David García, who is a Dominican moral theologian. We
also invite priests from the diocese and from the Jesuit and
Franciscan missionary orders to help us run our spiritual

Former Archbishop of Singapore Nicholas Chia
on mission in Cambodia
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close working relationship with the dioceses of Cambodia.
Both bishops embraced ACTS’ proposal to introduce the
‘Catechesis of the Good Shepherd’ program to Cambodia.
Each year, a number of Salesian sisters and teachers are also
sponsored to come to Singapore for training. In 2016, our
present Archbishop of Singapore, William Goh, conducted
a retreat facilitated by ACTS for the Cambodian bishops
and priests, which assisted us greatly in our transition to be
a body under the Archdiocese of Singapore.

As for our mission committees, the arrangement
of logistics is oftentimes overwhelming, but we
have been sustained by the fellowship of our
ACTS community and the love from the Salesian
sisters and the children, which can be summed
up in the following email which we received just
before a mission trip. The email was from Sr
Ched, the principal of Tuek Thla school in Phnom
Penh, and she wrote: “SEE YOU ALL SOON! You
know, every day the children are asking me when
you are coming… The very small ones could not
understand but they're just counting how many
nights of sleep before you come, ha! ha! ha!”
This is how much our going to Cambodia means to the
children. This beautifully explains what Mother Teresa said,
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"In this life you cannot do great things, you can only do
little things with great love." Our Advent mission is about

sharing God's love with someone, be it a lonely Cambodian
child or reaching out to a fellow participant on the same
mission, and for those who go with the idea of sharing, they
are blessed bountifully to experience the joy of service.
Dr Damian Png
Chairman of ACTS
Dr John Lee
Founder of ACTS

OUR MISSIONS

MYANMAR
In 2012, a few members from ACTS made recce trips to
Myanmar, visiting the Don Bosco Salesian sisters’ homes
in Yangon, Anisakan, Pyin Oo Lwin, Chanthagon as well
as other communities. We were touched by the sisters’
commitment and sense of dedication to their mission and
their love for those they care for and reach out to.
We saw many facets
of their mission
life that inspired
us – prayerful
moments at mass,
attending to a sick
villager, riding a
scooter to conduct
tuition for village
kids, teaching the
girls under their
care, disciplining
someone who was
out of line, visiting an inaccessible village community
and returning covered in dust, imparting sewing skills to
the vocational girls or busily cooking in the kitchen for
us. Most of the sisters were young, having forsaken their
secular lives to answer God’s call to minister to their needy
brothers and sisters.

Spending time with the girls in the homes – girls
in vocational training in Anisakan, secondary
school girls in Pyin Oo lwin and college level
girls in Chathagon – gave us a glimpse of their
aspirations. They all hoped for a better future in
spite of their arduous journey through life, and
the challenges they faced with their families
depending on them to mitigate the poverty cycle.
We also witnessed the difficult living conditions of many
Myanmar people, especially in the rural townships and

villages. Lack of water supply especially clean water, poor
sanitation, dismal housing conditions, children deprived
of education and a lack of employment opportunities were
common challenges faced by them.
We came home to Singapore filled with thoughts on how
to support the Myanmar Salesian sisters, fulfill the hopes
of the young girls under their charge and respond to the
poor and needy of the country. ACTS eventually began its
Myanmar mission in 2014, when 33 participants signed up
for the mission to Anisakan which also included outreach
efforts in Pyin Oo Lwin and Chanthagon.

We were blessed with the necessary skill sets among the
participants to undertake the various initiatives including
medical screening, imparting sewing and baking skills,
teaching English and motivational lessons, teaching
kindergarten children, conducting catechism, doing
painting works and village visits to distribute food parcels
to the needy. Our “doing” was always accompanied by our
“praying”, with emphasis placed on daily mass and spiritual
reflection sessions, always mindful of God’s providence.
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As we shared our experiences in Myanmar with others, relatively new mission location. Mission initiatives which
interest in our mission grew. In 2017, ACTS Myanmar grew included teaching kindergarten and giving tuition to
to three separate missions with more than 80 participants. children, medical screening and wall and mural painting
The Anisakan mission, while undertaking past initiatives, helped in fostering goodwill with the villagers in the
embarked on new ones including an outreach to the Don neighbourhood. Other undertakings included art therapy
Bosco Nazareth Center, helping high school boys boarding for women in crisis in the Good Shepherd Convent and
in the home in their education and introducing them to an outreach to Pathein, where ACTS had sponsored the
computers. The doctors in the mission also started a chronic building of a new kindergarten.
care initiative and a Failure-to-Thrive
screening program for young children
in the kindergarten. For the first “Life grows by being given away, and it weakens in isolation
time, the doctors were ably supported and comfort. Indeed, those who enjoy life most are those who
by triage team members who were leave security on the shore and become excited by the mission of
Singapore medical students studying in communicating life to others” Evangelii Gaudium n10
universities in Australia.
The Chanthagon mission which focuses on education
of college level girls strengthened their curriculum in
accounting and computer lessons, in addition to the
teaching of English and motivational lessons. Mural
painting was also included as a new initiative.
The main purpose of the Hlaing Thar Yar mission was
supporting the sisters in establishing their mission in a
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May God bless us with the graces to continue reaching out
to many others in need.
Gabriel Ong
Vice-Chairman of ACTS

OUR MISSIONS

PHILIPPINES
ACTS mission to the Philippines in partnership with the
Salesian sisters (Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice, FMA) started
in August 2011 when Sr Sarah Garcia, then Provincial head
of FMA Philippines, invited ACTS for a visit to learn more
about their mission. Hence, in the last six years, ACTS has
journeyed with FMA Philippines, supporting their mission
to protect, educate and develop the young. At the same
time, we have delivered
the
unique
ACTS
mission experience to
many individuals and
families who journey
with us from Singapore
to share what they have
with their overseas
brethren.
These missions have opened the door of opportunity for
Singaporeans to serve and share what they have with those
in the periphery. Many have been touched and enriched
by their personal experiences on these mission trips and
continue to serve in one way or another. The beneficiaries,
too, have benefitted in many ways with the two-way sharing.
ACTS, in the span of six years, has journeyed with the
Salesian sisters across at least 10 locations from Manila to
Cavite, Pampanga to Canlubang, Cebu to Tacloban, Leyte
to Negros Occidental, Palawan to Papua New Guinea.

Embracing the ACTS mission of ‘A Call To Share’,
the team has unceasingly given their time and
resources to garner education sponsorships,
financial support for the food and oil program,
supporting livelihood initiatives and embarking
on hardware and infrastructure upgrades for
Salesian schools and homes.

With much spiritual, mental and financial preparation,
the ACTS team works alongside local VIDES (Volunteers
International for Development, Education and Solidarity)
volunteers and the Salesian sisters to maximize our time on
location to engage with the children in and out of school
time, as well as with their parents and teachers.
Most recently, the team made two mission trips, one in
December 2017 with a team of 30 to Manila and Cavite, and
one across multiple locations in Cebu, Palawan, Pampanga
and Canlubang.
The ACTS Philippines team looks forward to more
missioners journeying with us in the near future, to serve,
and more importantly, to share with our brothers and
sisters in need.
Audrey Leong
Coordinator of ACTS Philippines
31

OUR MISSIONS

VIETNAM
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In October 2012, ACTS raised USD25,000 to improve the
physical condition of the house occupied by the Salesian
sisters near Pleiku city in North Vietnam. The mission was
run by Sr Maddalena who was already then 74 years old.
She was assisted by three young sisters who looked after
100 ethnic students from two poor villages in Lason and
Labang.

ACTS Vietnam’s first mission trip finally took place in early
June 2015 with a team of 13 members. We ran a two-day
camp for 100 children aged between 7 to 15. The camp
activities included education on dental hygiene, music
and dance, sports and games and arts and craft. We were
assisted by a few local school teachers and volunteers,
especially with English translation.

A small team of three ACTS members visited the Salesian
school in Tam Ha in November 2013 to better understand
the sisters' needs. The school had about 400 primary
and secondary school students from the surrounding
areas. Most of them were either too poor to go to the
government schools or they did not qualify to enter those

Each ACTS member experienced God's immense
love during our short stay in Vietnam. In return for
the graces received, we distributed humanitarian
parcels to 100 poor families as a symbol of God's
love. A dentist member also reviewed the dental
condition of several sisters. In addition, the team
made a visit to the site where the sisters were
trying to raise money to build a kindergarten,
which they finally did in 2016 when the Caritas
Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore
(CHARIS) granted a reasonable sum for this
worthy cause.

schools. Although the Salesian school was well managed,
it desperately needed financial assistance to train the
teachers, purchase teaching materials as well as have a milk
program for the students. ACTS promptly donated some
funds to finance a few teaching scholarships and purchased
teaching aids. The team also visited Pleiku city to review the
renovation works that will improve the living condition of
the ethnic students. The visit confirmed that ACTS could
play a role in bringing joy to our brothers and sisters in
Vietnam.

ACTS Vietnam continued with more mission trips in 2016
and 2017 with 13 members each year. On both mission
trips in June, we ran a two-day camp trying out new
activities to keep the children interested and excited. In
2016, we painted a mural on one panel of the school wall. In
2017, when we returned, we were pleasantly surprised that
the students and teachers had painted four more panels to
brighten up the school! In 2017, we decided to decorate the
school’s trash bins to encourage the students to use the bins
instead of littering.

The Salesian sisters run schools and kindergartens in
many rural parts of Vietnam. They also provide boarding
facilities for young female students who come to Hanoi and
Ho Chi Minh city for further education. These students,
in return, help with the running of summer camps for the
young children from low income families.

ACTS has definitely become a way of life for many of us, to
share God's infinite love with our many brothers and sisters
as part of the Salesian family.
Elizabeth Ho
Mission Leader of ACTS Vietnam

“Whoever believes in me will
perform the same works as I do myself,
he will perform even greater works”
John 14:12

MAJOR PROJECTS
Cambodia . Myanmar . Philippines . Vietnam
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MAJOR PROJECTS

CAMBODIA
Extensions to the Phum Chreh Don Bosco School
The genesis of ACTS can be traced to a small mission which
went to Phum Chreh Elementary school in 2006. The group
was so inspired by the sacrifices of the Salesian sisters who
dedicated their whole lives to educating children that
they were determined to share their joy of service when
they returned to Singapore. The group’s passion soon
convinced Fr Francis Lee,
parish priest of Church of
Our Lady Queen of Peace,
to launch ACTS, which
originally stood for ‘Advent
Cambodia Trips’. The
parish then came together
to raise funds to build a
third storey to the existing
structure of the Phum
Chreh school, equipping it
with a computer room with
45 computers installed,
a science room and two
classrooms. A covered
playground was built and
the muddy grounds of the
compound were paved
to enable the children to
play even in inclement
weather. A water filtration
system was also installed
to provide clean water to
over 400 children and the surrounding poor families in
the village. In 2009, Dr Margaret started sponsorship of a
cultural excursion to Siem Reap for the graduating class
of the Phum Chreh school and this tradition continues till
today and is a source of great joy for the village kids.
Rebuilding of the Vocational-cum-Boarding House for
Girls At Risk at Tuol Kork
In 2009, the Tuol Kork school which houses a kindergarten
and vocational facilities teaching literacy and secretarial
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skills had to be demolished and rebuilt because of
structural issues. ACTS was one of the major contributors
and coordinator of the project.
Building of the Don Bosco High School in Tuek Thla
The seed of the new Don Bosco Middle and High School
in Tuek Thla was planted in 2009 when ACTS realized that
there was no Catholic high
school for the kids after
they graduated from the
kindergarten and primary
schools built and upgraded
by ACTS in Phnom
Penh. Funds amounting
to USD1.8M was needed
and subsequently raised
over a three-year period
with the ground-breaking
ceremony on 24th April
2013 by Bishop Olivier of
Phnom Penh. The school
was inaugurated on 15th
December 2014 and was
attended by the then
Governor of Phnom Penh,
bishops and priests from
Cambodia. The high school
has 24 classrooms with each
able to hold 40 students. It
also has a large sports and
assembly hall, a science lab, a music room, a computer lab
and a beautiful chapel.
Project VAC (Vaccinate A Child) Hepatitis B Vaccination
Program
The Hepatitis B vaccination program started in 2014 with
funds of nearly $22,900 donated by Mr Robert Ludwig,
enabling some 2,000 children and adults, especially women
of child-bearing age, to be vaccinated. The program has
been running yearly with medical teams performing the

MAJOR PROJECTS - CAMBODIA

vaccinations up to three times a year. To date, about 10,000
children and adults have been vaccinated in Phnom Penh,
Battambang and Kampong Thom.

meaningful project is scheduled for completion in July
2018.

Funding the Building of a Kindergarten at Kampot
Fr Gianluca, the parish priest of St Augustine Church, and
Bishop Olivier of Phnom Penh appealed for assistance
to build a new kindergarten in Kampot to provide better
quality education including a Montessori-style program for
the children. ACTS funded USD45,000 to the cause, which
covered part of the total construction cost of the two storey
building which has three large classrooms, a meeting
room, an office space, a kitchen and toilets. Each year, some
80 children can enroll into the kindergarten program,
including those from poor families who are given priority.
The building was completed with classes commencing in
October 2017.

These schemes and the training of medical students from
the University of Puthisastra fulfill ACTS’ mission objective
of transferring soft skills to the locals of the country served.
ACTS surgeons teach the local doctors the latest operating
techniques while doing surgery like a cataract operation on
patients. ACTS has also brought severe cases to Singapore
for surgery, like Sovan, a girl who had a congenital heart
condition. ACTS further facilitated the setting up of a
Catholic Medical Association in Cambodia and is in the
initial phrase of helping Bishop Olivier plan for a nursing
school and charity hospital in Phum Chreh.

Extension to the Phum Chreh School
The Salesian sisters run a kindergarten and elementary
school in Phum Chreh on the outskirts of Phnom Penh.
With economic development, the area has attracted many
migrant workers who are unable to take care of their
children due to their long hours at work. As more people
move into the neighborhood, problems with underaged
drinking, drugs, gambling and other vices have increased.
Hence, to keep the children off the streets, after-school care
was critical and the sisters needed more facilities in the
school for both staff and children. ACTS managed to raise
USD60,000 for the project, about half of the construction
cost of the school extension. Through ACTS’ initiative,
a private donor funded the remaining USD60,000. This

Scheme to Provide Medical Care for the Chronic Sick
One of the frustrations of the medical team was the inability
to monitor and treat patients with chronic ailments like
hypertension and diabetes. In 2010, doctors Amy and
Michael Khaw donated USD10,000 as seed money to start a
fund to sponsor such treatments for the poorest villagers at
Phum Chreh. Since then, doctors who have gone on ACTS
missions have generously donated about $10,000 annually
towards this scheme, which not only funds the medicine for
approximately 50 villagers but any acute illnesses suffered
by the teachers and students of the Don Bosco school. An
MOU was also signed with a local doctor to run a similar
scheme at another provincial town called Kompong Speu.

The Food and Oil Program
In the Don Bosco schools run by the Salesian sisters,
many children do not have proper nutrition which affects
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their health and school performance. ACTS responded to
this situation by funding meals for up to 2,000 students
annually. ACTS also funds the humanitarian packages for
students and teachers which are distributed during ACTS
mission trips in December and also humanitarian parcels
containing basic essentials like rice, noodles, sugar, cooking
oil etc. for poor families near the Don Bosco schools and
the Missionary of Charity home. The food and oil program
began in 2007, with the sum funded in 2017 at USD53,500.

Building of Grottos Dedicated to Our Blessed Mother
A unique program of ACTS is the building of grottos
dedicated to Mother Mary. To date, six grottos have been
built in various parts of Cambodia and one in Nepal. The
inspiration for the project came from Shanny, an early
pioneer of ACTS, who runs a boarding house for rich
Cambodian children studying in Singapore. Many of these
children have since bought into the ACTS vision and have
been inducted into our programs.
The story of how ACTS came to build grottos came about
on a long bus journey to a provincial hospital which the
Cambodian government had wanted ACTS to take over.
On the bus ride, Shanny asked ACTS founder Dr John Lee
what a group of secondary school girls can do if they went
on mission, and John replied, “Build a grotto.”
John, who was half asleep on the journey, had no
recollection of this episode, but when the group returned
to Phnom Penh, they approached the Mother Provincial of
the Salesians, Sr Sarah Gracía, and the rest is history.
The idea of selling naming rights to each grotto was later
conceived as a unique way to raise funds for ACTS’ many
education projects. Hence, in 2009, ACTS started building
grottos in the Don Bosco schools and parishes. The visible
sign of Mother Mary’s presence remains a source of great
consolation and hope for the Cambodians and visiting
missioners alike.
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MYANMAR
Water Supply, Filtration and Sanitation Project at Shwe
Pyi Thar, Yangon
Cyclone Nargis caused significant destruction and loss of
lives in Myanmar when it struck in 2008. Much rebuilding
and
rehabilitation
work had to be
undertaken to assist
the people affected
by the disaster. ACTS
conceptualized
a
project to assist the
people in Shwe Pyi
Thar township, outside
of Yangon, with funding support of SGD50,000 from the
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore
(CHARIS). The project involved boring wells for water
supply, installing water filters and providing flush toilets
to 50 families in the community as well as at St Gemma
Galgani parish. The families have benefited from improved
sanitation, hygiene and general health following the
implementation of the project.
Hlaing Thar Yar Kindergarten
Hlaing Thar Yar is a poor township outside of Yangon
where many people in search of employment flock to
its industrial estates. The Salesian sisters endeavored to
set up a kindergarten in this township so that they can
provide education for children from these poor homes
and minister to the families. ACTS helped the sisters raise
USD50,000 to fund part
of the construction cost of
the kindergarten which is
also home to the sisters.
Completed in 2015, the
kindergarten is now well
attended by children from
the poor families nearby
and also serves as a tuition
venue for older children
attending the government

schools. Gaining the confidence of the community, the
sisters have been able to reach out to more people and
minister to them. ACTS has been leading missions to the
Salesian sisters’ home and kindergarten in Hlaing Thar Yar
since 2016.

Kone Tan Gyi Kindergarten
Kone Tan Gyi is a remote village outside of Pathein which
has to be accessed by boat, crossing a river. The sole timber
kindergarten in the village was ravaged by floods in 2015
and a new kindergarten had to be built so that the education
of the children can continue. ACTS raised USD28,000
to construct a new reinforced concrete kindergarten,
providing electrical and water supply. The new kindergarten
was finally completed in May 2017, transforming the
learning environment for the children and garnering much
gratitude from the village community. During ACTS 2017
mission to Yangon, we
travelled to Kone Tan Gyi
to visit the kindergarten to
celebrate with the children
and community who shared
that on their own, they
would never have been
able to afford building a
new kindergarten. We truly
rejoice with them and thank
God for His many blessings.
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PHILIPPINES
Working with the FMA for the Urban Poor
Our very first mission with the urban poor of Manila was in
December 2011 when we spent time with young adults in an
FMA-run vocational school and with children the Salesian
sisters administer to in an after-school care program. We
made repeat mission trips to the same location in 2012 and
2013.
From 2011 to 2014, ACTS provided SGD7,000 in financial
support for a daily feeding program for the after-school
kids, a scholarship program and other financial assistance
to the students of the Laura Vicuña Technology Center.
From 2016, the mission encounters in Manila refocused
on new beneficiaries in Manila and Cavite. More recently,
ACTS made two trips in November 2017 across several
locations in the Philippines – from the Laura Vicuna
Foundation for girls at risk to elementary school students
in Cavite, from squatter dwellers in Canlubang and Manila
to the poor elderly who gather weekly at the Pope Pious
Center. More than 1,500 humanitarian parcels have been
given out with an ACTS contribution of SGD10,000.
Natural Calamities in the Philippines
The Philippines is plagued by typhoons, some so damaging
that lives are lost and homes are washed away. In November
2013, one of the world’s strongest typhoons hit the Visayas
region in the Philippines. Typhoon Haiyan left a trail of
destruction in Cebu, Talcoban and Leyte. Thousands of
lives, homes and livelihood were lost in its aftermath. Those
who survived went without food and water until aid finally
reached them. Homes, schools, churches and any physical
infrastructure that was not strong enough to withstand the
typhoon were left damaged and unsafe for use.
In December 2013, the Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief
Initiatives, Singapore (CHARIS) with ACTS members
worked with the FMA sisters to bring in high-capacity
water filters to sanitize the water. Together with the local
volunteers, they handed out thousands of relief packages
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to local families. CHARIS also funded USD132,600 to
FMA-led projects for home rebuilding, the purchasing
of livestock for sustainable animal rearing and other new
livelihood initiatives in Leyte and Talcoban. More than 300
homes were rebuilt with funds from CHARIS.
The Christianization of a Tribal Community
From 2011 to 2012, ACTS joined the FMA sisters to journey
with a native tribal community in the Pampanga region of
the Philippines. The FMA sisters have been ministering
to the social and spiritual needs of the Aetas community
for more than 10 years. At the point of ACTS joining
this meaningful journey, we had the honor of witnessing
the baptism of over 60 Aetas, from babies to adults. In
the following year of 2012, a 40-member ACTS team
stayed on-site with the children in their classrooms while
busily preparing a newly constructed Singapore-funded
community hall for them. The team was present for the
blessing of the community hall and even acted as witnesses
to 15 baptized Aetas couples joined in holy matrimony. For
the next few years, ACTS continued to provide education
scholarships for the children in the Aetas village.
Sustainable Bakery Business
In 2013, ACTS formed a new mission to Cebu to help
the FMA sisters build a professional kitchen to support
Sr Aurora’s vision of starting a self-sustaining bakery
business. ACTS funded SGD5,000 towards the set-up of
the kitchen and committed themselves further with a team
of baking experts
from
Singapore.
The Cebu Auxillium
Bakery was finally set
up and continues to
run successfully five
years on. The bakery
supplies bread daily
for sale to students
and is also sold
outside of the school.

MAJOR PROJECTS

VIETNAM
Water Treatment Plant in Binh Chau, Vietnam
Binh Chau is a village in southern Vietnam where the
Salesian sisters minister to some 3,000 poor villagers. As
many do not have access to clean water, ACTS and the
Caritas Humanitarian Aid & Relief Initiatives, Singapore
(CHARIS) funded the construction of a water treatment
plant in 2017. Costing more than SGD6,300, the project
involved digging wells to channel water directly to the
treatment plant which was built behind the kindergarten.
Storage tanks were also added to contain the treated water.
The project has benefited the community, especially the 180
kindergarten children and the many families who now have
access to clean water. Following the success of this project,
which saw the level of general health improve in the village,
ACTS further funded another water treatment project in
Trai Gao in northern Vietnam.

Water Treatment Plant in Trai Gao
Trai Gao is located in Thai Binh province in the northern
delta of Vietnam. Since 2012, the sisters of the Institute of
Daughters of Mary Help of Christians have been serving
the parish and the poor among the community of some
5,000 villagers.
The sisters noticed that every family had tanks to contain
rainwater for drinking and cooking, as the well water is
contaminated with iron ore from the mines and cannot
be used for consumption. However, in recent years, the
rainwater has also become polluted, resulting in families
having to source for water in the Red River, but this supply
of water is irregular and not clean enough for drinking.
Responding to the sisters’ request, ACTS and CHARIS
provided SGD11,500 to fund the construction of a water
treatment plant which was completed end 2017. The water
treatment system, including storage tanks, were built
beside the Trai Gao parish church. It has since benefited
the community, especially the poor families, who now have
access to clean water.
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OTHER PROJECTS
Funding of Emergency Food Aid to Africa
Some countries in Africa have been continuously ravaged
by drought, famine, war and disease and the situation has
reached crisis proportions. The Salesian sisters who have
several communities in Africa appealed for emergency
food aid to alleviate the shortage of food supplies to avert
starvation.
ACTS responded to the call for help and raised USD59,000
in 2017 for the cause. This helped the Salesian sisters to
provide food supplies for six months to their communities
which comprise of children in the kindergartens and
schools, women undergoing vocational training in the
promotion centers and staff. Through ACTS’ funding, the
sisters have been able to provide each person with one meal
a day and this has helped to sustain their communities of
about 4,600 people.
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THE NEXT CHAPTER
I had a dream that one day all the children of
the world would be able to have an education.

opportunity to continue studying. Together, arm in arm,
we sang the thanksgiving hymn, ‘Give Thanks’.

A few years ago, my children were moved to tears at
seeing their friends, who were “forced” to leave school
after six years of elementary education, stare longingly
at the festivities happening inside the school during our
annual Advent mission. They were facing a bleak future.
With no skills, these children were only equipped to do
the most menial of jobs and many would become victims
of the sex trade or child labour. There and then, I resolved
to build a high school to enable these children to get a
higher education that could lead to entry into a vocational
institution or university.

That Advent, the students of Don Bosco High School,
without prompting, approached the sisters for permission
to hold a concert and bake sale to raise funds to bring
Advent cheer to a school in Kampong Speu. This school
was adopted by the sisters in their outreach program.
The students also begged the sisters to let them organise
a carnival to raise funds for the Don Bosco schools in
South Sudan when they heard of the famine crisis there.
These are but few examples of “paying forward” that we
have experienced in Cambodia and the other countries
where ACTS has been present.

But how are we going to raise the money to build a high
school? I was totally clueless.

Buoyed by the positive experiences of our
mission participants from all over the world,
Catholics and non-Catholics alike, it suddenly
hit me that the dream could become a reality
if member associations of the Fédération
Internationale des Associations de Médicins
Catholiques (FIAMC) could be twinned with
communities established by the Salesian sisters
in the poorest nations of the world.

Purely by God’s providence, people with the right skill set
and generous pockets came to our help, and the school,
which cost USD1.8M, was built. It was not an easy
journey, and oftentimes, obstacles were strewn on our
path, but all the struggles were forgotten when the Don
Bosco Teuk Thla High School was officially declared open
in 2014. There was not a dry eye among the 250 ACTS
participants when the fresh-faced students sang ‘You
raised me up’ to express their gratitude for giving them an
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Christian charity is much more than giving alms to the
poor and providing succour to those who are suffering.
It is about walking together with the poor and suffering,
holding their hand and showing them that we care,
manifesting the face of God. Properly formed and imbued
with the right attitude, the Catholic doctor can be the ‘Salt
of the Earth’ and ‘Light to the World’.
For a long time, I wondered how I ever got into the
medical field with my limited academic abilities, and I
realised that we are all “chosen”, and that medicine is a
vocation, not a career. Like the Parable of the Talent, we
have been blessed abundantly with unique talents and a
lot is expected of us. If we spend our lives in pursuit of
material wealth, we are bound to be unfulfilled. The way
to true happiness is sharing our God-given talents and
resources with the poor and needy.

Many a times, when we send our doctors on
missions, the initial feeling of the doctors is that
they are going to save the world. However, once
they experience the joy of service, they realise
that they are the ones who have benefitted the
most.
ACTS, which is taken from The Acts of the Apostle, stands
for ‘A Call To Share’ rather than ‘A Call To Serve’, the latter
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suggesting that the participants do not benefit from the
mission, but they do, abundantly. Having experienced
the truth in the bible quotation, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive’ (Acts 20:35), these modern-day apostles
have returned repeatedly to participate in ACTS missions.
Although FIAMC is primarily involved in providing
medical assistance, we strongly believe that education is
the only way out of poverty.
Hence, we decided to collaborate with the Salesian
sisters whose vision is primarily on education, especially
education for the poor. If the Catholics in Singapore, which
makes up 0.025% of the world’s Catholic population,
can succeed in implementing such a diverse variety of
programs, imagine what the FIAMC as an organisation
can achieve!
Here we invite you, with open arms, to come experience
the JOY OF SERVICE with us. As Mother Teresa once
said, ‘I am but a little pencil in God’s hand, writing a love
letter to the world!’
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam
John

www.acts-singapore.com
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